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The question of the morality, general and medical, of spaying is exciting the acute attention of the profession in the Town of Liverpool. Although special circumstances have brought the matter to an issue in Liverpool, the question is one of cosmopolitan rather than local interest, and the result of the Liverpool proceedings will be watched with anxiety by the whole profession, and cannot fail to have au important bearing upon the minds of medical men everywhere. A detailed history of the origin and progress of the Liverpool discussion (to use a very mild term) can be gathered from the pages of the " Medical Press and Circular," commencing with the first number of the present year, and continued in some form or other in every succeeding number up to the issue for the 10th of March, the last which has reached us.
The main points at issue are somewhat obscured by personalities and sideissues ; but making due allowance for excited feelings, and perhaps, for some professional jealousy, the impressiou gained by a perusal of the various letters, articles, and debates relating to the subject, is that an issue of real importance is being tried, and that the Liverpool doctors are thoroughly in earnest in their endeavour to arrive at a just and true conclusion regarding it. It appears that a special Hospital for women exists in Liverpool, of which Dr. Fkancis Imlach is one of the Surgeons. Dr. Imlach is evidently an admirer and imitator of Mr. LawSON Tait of 13urmingham, and addicted to the performance of Tail's, or as it is some times called Battey's operation of Oophorectomy or spaying. At a meeting of the Liverpool Medical Institution, held on the 17th of December 1885, Dr. Imlach read a paper on "Ovarian Abscess and Pyo Salpinx in which Tait's operation was advocated as applicable to a considerable number of diseased conditions of the ovaries which he specified and discussed. This paper gave an opportunity and opening for the display of a strong and hitherto pent-up feeling regarding Dr. Imlach's proceedings and views.
Professor Wallace led the opposition, and in very pointed terms condemned the frequency with which ovaries were sacrificed in the "Women's Hospital without adequate cause and sometimes without the patient's knowledge.
" He thought no patient should be submitted to the operation except when the urgency was very great and life was threatened," and alleged that " no branch of surgery was so open to abuse since the scandals of clitoridectomy." Other speakers followed in similar vein. Among them a colleague of Dr. Imlach's, Mr. Steele, who adduced instances of reckless mutilation, unfortunate sequelae and recovery without operation in persons who had refused to submit. This meeting was followed by an angry correspondence which is still going on. The next stage of importance in the controversy was the appearance of an editorial article iu the " Medical Press and Circular," entitled " The Laparotomy Epidemic," in which the discussion at the Medical Institution was commented 011, and the need of enquiry strongly urged. On the 4th of February 1886, another meeting of the Liverpool Medical Institution took place; at which Dr. Carter read a paper on a case of renal calculus, in which both ovaries had been removed 011 two separate occasions at the Women's Hospital, and subsequently the right kidney was exposed by incision by Dr. Carter, and a uric calculus, weighing 105 grains, removed from the pelvis with excellent result.
The nature of the operation does not appear to have been properly explained to this girl or her mother when she was spayed ; and another instance of the same sort was adduced by Dr.
Cakter, who indicated the urgent need of a " calm, dispassionate, and thorough inquiry." Several speakers followed, most of whom adduced facts pointing in the same direction.
The result of the discussion was that a resolution bearing 011 the subject was proposed by Dr. To sacrifice a life in the endeavour to relieve a condition not necessarily, nor probably, fatal, constitutes a disaster which auy right-minded man must shudder to become responsible for.
